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in shape, and is more suited for use in a mouton, or monkey-
press, than in an ordinary screw-press. The outlines of the
bust are faint, suggesting that the apparatus used by the
die-sinker was not sufficiently powerful for his task. The
lettering is coarse and irregular, and deeply cut in contrast
with the bust, while the beading round the rim varies con-
siderably from uniformity. The die is badly cracked and
sunk in use, that is, hollowed at the centre. The inscription
differs from that usually appearing on Simon's coins by the
absence of &c.

This die was used for striking what Henfrey calls " Tanner's
Half-broad "No. 2,"51 and its fellow was a reverse die (B) cor-
responding in style, shape, and workmanship [PL VII 6].
This latter die was produced from a reverse punch for sixpences,
the shield of arms being ornamental like those on the series
of silver coins, and not plain like the gold broad. It was
made under similar conditions to the obverse, the shield
of arms being shallow and the inscription coarse and deep.
The date on the die is 1658, and there is a false mark for the
8, where the figure punch was first struck in error too near
the shield. This mark is an outline of part of the figure 8,
and is not due to an alteration of the date from 1656 to 1658,
as Henfrey says.53 Neither of these dies has been properly
hardened, and this one is also sunk and badly cracked. Any
pieces struck by these dies must necessarily be abnormally
thick to allow for the hollowness in the dies. And it is quite
possible to account for the existing heavy specimens of Crom-
well coins if they were struck by dies of this description.

While it would be an outrage to attribute this pair of dies
(B) to Tanner, the remaining pair (C) were undoubtedly
produced during his term of office in the Mint. During this
period the figures 0 to 9 were used to mark the various kinds
of steel forgings manufactured into dies. The shank of this
obverse die (C) is marked 0 like some of the dies and punches
for coins of George II, and the reverse die (C) is similarly
marked with a figure 2.

The obverse die is from the punch (A), but the bust has

51   Op. eft., p. 139, PL m. 5.

52  Op. dt., p. 107.